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OLD BUSINESS

TOWN OF DAVIE
TOWN COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

TO: Mayor and Councilmembers

FROM/PHONE: Joseph A. DeStefano, Building Division Manager/797-1187

PREPARED BY: Dianne M. Sarna, Administrative Secretary

SUBJECT: Other - 

AFFECTED DISTRICT: Townwide

ITEM REQUEST: Schedule for Council Meeting

TITLE OF AGENDA ITEM:  Backflow Prevention

REPORT IN BRIEF: Item is a request for an update by the Mayor and Town Council

PREVIOUS ACTIONS: Discussed previously at the December 16, 2009 Council 
Meeting

CONCURRENCES:  

FISCAL IMPACT:  not applicable

Has request been budgeted?  n/a

If yes, expected cost:  $

Account name and number:  

If no, amount needed:  $

What account name and number will funds be appropriated from:  

Additional Comments:  

RECOMMENDATION(S):  Other - 



Attachment(s): Memo dated 12/2/09 from GIS Manager Irene DeGroot
    Estimated cost proposal from Tokay Software



TOWN OF DAVIE
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM

FIRE RESCUE DEPARTMENT

DATE:  1/6/2010 BDM 10-01

TO:  Mayor Judy Paul
Vice Mayor Michael Crowley
Councilmember Bryan Caletka
Councilmember Marlon Luis
Councilmember Susan Starkey

FROM:   Joseph A. DeStefano, Building Division 
Manager
 Bruce Taylor, Utilities Director

SUBJECT:  Backflow Prevention

Attachment: YES     NO  

The Safe Drinking Water Act requires cross connection control thru 
backflow prevention, the common device used is a backflow preventer.  
According to the American Water Works Association (AWWA) manual 
the water purveyor may field test or require field testing by an 
authorized contractor.  The requirement under the Florida Building Code 
2007 edition is that cross connection and backflow prevention 
installations shall be governed by the Code.

The Administrative Code Rule 62-555.360 has provided cross 
connection control for public water systems and reference the AWWA, 
the Florida Department of Environmental Protection drinking water 
program.

Pursuant to your direction we continued our review of available options 
for a backflow prevention program.  Contact was made with Fort 
Lauderdale, Tamarac, Sunrise, Coral Springs and Pembroke Pines all of 
which administer a backflow prevention program.  An annual 
recertification fee range of $25.00 to $65.00 is charged by these 
municipalities to defray administrative costs.  All of the aforementioned 
cities utilize a monitoring software program provided by Tokay 
Software (approximate cost $6,400.00 initial cost and annual software 
maintenance cost of $700.00).



The two options previously discussed were to allow public oversight 
through the permitting process including plumbing inspections and 
associated fees and cause an administrative fee for oversight by the 
Purveyor to be paid by the contractor.

The Town currently has in excess of 2,600 backflow preventers in place 
providing cross connection protection of commercial, institutional and 
multiunit residential complexes.
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We recommend the water Purveyor administer a backflow prevention 
program which requires annual recertification and fee of $30.00 for
backflow devices on private property.  The inspections shall be 
performed by a certified contractor and/or backflow tester/technician.  
The Utilities backflow fee must be paid by the owner at the time of the 
annual recertification as set by Resolution of the Town Council.

Under new construction or renovation the Building Division currently 
provides permits for new installation, retrofitting and certification of 
backflow devices/assemblies as required by the 20007 Florida Building 
Code and must be obtained from the Building Division by a Master 
Plumber in accordance with Chapter 4620 of the Florida Building Code.  
The applicant shall pay the building permit fee in effect at the same time 
of issuance of the permit.

If I may be of further assistance please contact my office.



Attachments:  Estimated cost proposal from Tokay Software
        Memo dated 12/2/2009 from Town GIS Manger Irene 
DeGroot 
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